Mussandam Dhow Trip 

5 May 2006

Mussandam Dive Trip
26th May 2006

Just a bit of general information on the trip.

Please help to make the trip go smoothly by taking note of the following points.
Any guest divers who are not members of the club should sign an indemnity form and show their qualifications to Jim Darbyshire.
The introduction of Dive Permits in the Mussandam area of Oman requires that each diver purchases a daily permit. These will be available on the day at a cost of Dirhams 20, but the cost is already included in your dive fee for this trip.
Who’s doing what:
	Dive Marshal 
	Nick van der Walt
	0505501875

	Assistant Dive Marshal
	Erika Berner
	

	Loading Marshal
	Alissar 
	

	First Aid/02 Marshal
	Wissam A
	

	Records Marshal
	Johanna Henderson
	


Where:
Dibba Bayah Harbour. See attached Map.

Please note that car parking is not the safest in the world hence please ensure that ALL valuables are taken out of the car and locked up tight.  
When:
Please be at Dibba Bayah Harbour before 07:00 am, the dhow will be leaving at 07:30 am PROMPT and it does take time and coordination to get the boat loaded. Any problems on route please let us know. We are going north and as the dhow is not the fastest type of boat, the earlier the start the better the finish time.

Late comers will be subjected to open ridicule and public humiliation as well as large fines.

Any problems call  Nick van der Walt – 050-5501875                    . 

Boat loading:
As there are so many people it will be a bit like a military operation. Many hands make light work so if everybody helps it doesn’t take long to load. When at the quay please stack gear as shown below so it is quick and easy to load :-

Please also NO kit boxes, soft bags only please. 
All are expected to help to load and unload – the more helping – the quicker you can get away!
Please make sure you have all your kit properly stowed in a bag and that the decks are kept tidy at all times with no loose gear lying around.
Equipment:
· Bottled water and ice will be provided on the Dhow. Although the Dhow is shaded please ensure you have suntan lotion as you will be exposed to the sun all day long

· We strongly advise that all children should be provided with life jackets.

· Please be reminded that you are all responsible for your own equipment. It will help things greatly if everyone keeps their kit tidy on the Dhow, and it is essential that you can recognize your kit easily – 2 Cylinders marked with tape showing your name and number 1 for the first dive and 2 for the second dive – “mine’s the yellow one” doesn’t really work especially if you have hire equipment – there may be others with exactly the same!  Please do not put weight belts in your kit bags as this makes them much more difficult to handle.  Weight Belts should also be clearly marked with your own name. You are also responsible for remembering ALL your gear, we will not be able to ‘pop’ back for your fins.

· There will be a chase boat.  With the exception of Trainees, EACH DIVER WILL NEED A SURFACE MARKER BUOY or folding flag in case of surfacing away from the dhow. Currents are notoriously strong and we don’t want to lose divers.
Diving:

· It is intended that the speed boat will go ahead with the first wave of divers to check the site and clear some space on the boat while second wave kit-up. 

· The dhow will then arrive at the first site and drop second and third wave of divers in.  Exit will be off the dhow in loose groups of divers but not too many to crowd the site. Buddy pairs and which wave you are in will be advised by the Marshal on the day.

· Buddy pairs should either return to the dhow or wait to be picked up by the speed boat.
· There may be some strong currents running – further guidance on this is included in the attached description of the Sites. Please remember to dive within your capabilities.
· Please help the Record Keepers by letting them have your numbers.

· Be sensible, plan your dive, dive your plan. You know your limits and as this is a remote site please dive within them.

· General Club rules will apply – 50mins or 50bar – unless agreed otherwise with the Marshal. Max depth 40m or less if your Qualification limits you. But above all, Enjoy your dive!!!!
Sites:
Lima Headland and The Caves.
Food:
Drinking water will be supplied on the Dhow, but you are responsible for bringing along your own food – If possible please try to minimize the number of cool boxes – or share. Space is limited.
General etiquette:

PLEASE 

· Keep the boat tidy at all times, use the bin bags and other rubbish bins.

· Pack and Stack your gear away when finished with it.
· All gear must be stowed in bags. It does not have to be an expensive dive bag, but must be capable of containing all dive gear except obviously tanks and weight belts
· Listen to the marshals and do as requested.

· Help out, if somebody needs a hand please help, the more people help out the easier it is for everybody.

Money:

Most people have paid, but for those few who are paying on the day: 

Please get any outstanding monies to Nick as soon as possible.

Looking forward to seeing you all there,

Any problems please let either Nick or Jim know.

Mobile, 050 550 1875 or 050 621 4709
Email, nickvanderwalt@uowdubai.ac.ae or Jim.Darbyshire@parsons.com 
Directions to Dibba Harbour

In case any of you have forgotten/don’t know the way, the following is a step by step route guide. 

1, Leave Dubai on the 'Nad al Sheba’ road,    take the Ras al Khor  turn- off (passing the Country Club) towards Al Awir & head for   Sharjah / Dhaid / Fujairah.

  (If leaving from Sharjah, pass the Intl. Airport & keep going).

2, At Dhaid, take Third exit from R/A - (no signpost here) at the next R/A (big mosque on left) – go right - & head towards Masafi. 

3, At Masafi, turn left at the R/A towards Dibba.
Beware, there is a speed trap now in Dibba.
4, At Dibba "Dolphin R/A" - take the 2nd exit.(not the Fujairah road).

5, The next R/A has an Arabic Fort in the centre, with a Mosque on the 

   left, take the second exit (straight on).

6, Pass over road humps, keep going straight, through the next R/A.
7, Keep on this road for about 5Km until you reach a R/A with a large Mosque on the right, take 1st (right) -  exit.

8, Next R/A take left & after 200m you take a right into Omani Dibba  Harbour.

9, There is a supermarket on the right in case you have forgotten / need anything.

9, Pass the offices of Shaisha & Al Marsa  tours, go straight until you  find the Dhow.

A map of Dibba is given over.

MAP to Bayyah Dibba
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